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Claudia Schmidt and Fiddle Fest 
Headline Third Friday Concerts   
                                                                    by Jack Bohl 

 

Celebrate spring with two very special 
shows as the highly successful Tenth season of 
the Portland Folklore Society Third Friday Con-
cert series begins to wind down. We're proud to 
present Claudia Schmidt in March, her first Port-
land appearance in a long time, and a special Fid-
dle Fest in April. The concerts are at the Mult-
nomah Friends Meeting House, 4312 SE Stark, an 
intimate, smoke-free, wheelchair accessible facil-
ity. NOTE: Admission for the March 21 Claudia 
Schmidt concert is $9 for PFS members and $11 
general admission. The April 18 Fiddle Fest is the 
regular $8 for PFS members and $10 general ad-
mission. For all of our shows ages 12 to 18 are 
$3, and ages 12 and under are free. Doors open at 
7 PM, and music begins at 730 PM. Sorry, there 
are no advance ticket sales.  

To open our March 21 show we're 
pleased to welcome back the popular Portland 
duo of Terri Grayum and Gwen Thomas. Terri 
is an accomplished guitarist with a swinging 
bluesy feel, and Gwen contributes some mean 
mandolin licks. They are an articulate and witty 
song writing team, at home with both heartfelt, 
moving songs and bawdily humorous tales. But 
it's the combination of their intuitive and moving 
vocal harmonies, relaxed stage presence, and 
warm humor that win their audiences hearts.   

It's been a while since Michigan native 
Claudia Schmidt has played here in Portland, 
and we're excited to have her on our stage. Clau-
dia is a musician who has always hated catego-
ries. She describes herself as a "creative noise-
maker," and audiences have come to expect any-
thing at a Schmidt concert including hymns, po-
ems, bawdy verse, torch songs, satire, and the 
gamut of emotions. Her musicality is astonishing, 
and her joy and love of performing are conta-
gious. Don't miss this special evening.   

We've put together a terrific line up of 

amazing local fiddlers for our April 18 Fiddle 
Fest. The evening kicks off with fiddler extra-
ordinaire Joseph Siegel, a long time member of 
PFS and the Portland World music and dance 
ensemble Lingonberry Jam. Joseph has probably 
been on our stage more often than any other per-
former in our first 10 years, providing tasteful 
accompaniments to artists ranging from the East-
ern European folk music to sea chanteys. This 
time we're pleased that Joseph will be taking the 
lead. John Kellerman, who has also graced our 
stage numerous times over the years, including 
the very first show on April 16, 1993, will join 
Joseph on guitar.   

Next up is Carol Ann Wheeler, former 
National Old Time Fiddle contest champion. For 
over 20 years, Carol Ann has been active as a 
violin soloist, orchestral player, and string teacher 
in public and private schools. Since 1974 she has 
produced five fiddle albums and has been a con-
test fiddle participant and judge, as well as a fid-
dle workshop teacher. She performed for ten 
years through Young Audiences of Oregon and 
Washington, and has traveled and performed in 
Japan, Canada, and Scotland, as well as in the 
US. . She taught her own two children to play 
fiddle at an early age. Both became champion 
fiddlers and between them they have filled their 
home with over 200 fiddle contest trophies. Carol 
Ann hasn't performed in public venues as much 
recently, so we're honored and delighted to wel-
come this outstanding representative of the 
American fiddle tradition to our stage. Carol will 
be accompanied on guitar by Jeff Heberle.  

James Mason brings a more swing ori-
ented fiddle style to our festive blend. The Battle-
ground, WA native started playing fiddle at age 
10. He started entering fiddle contests in the 
Northwest, where he had the opportunity to learn   

(Continued on page 2) 
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Third Friday Concerts 

     Starlight on the Rails

  

          Bruce Phillips and the publishing 
cooperative Wooden Shoe have made 
available over the Internet Bruce s 1973 
book Starlight On the Rails and Other 
Songs . (1973? Has it been that long?  I 
never even noticed all the usual suspects 
on the copyright page ).  This is an 
amazing (dare I say historic ?) collection.  
As in the original printing, copyright is 
retained, but with encouragement to share 
the music widely, with the understanding 
that use for profit or capital gain is prohib-
ited. Check pages 8 and 9 of this newsletter 
to see a couple of the songs. The website is 
www.utahphillips.org/index.html

 

                                             - Eric Wikner 

 
Board of Directors   

John Risley, President 
Ray Ashmun, Vice President 
Jinx Kuehn, Treasurer 
Kit Siegel, Secretary 
Susan Carter, Board Member 
Jane Keefer, Board Member 
Eric Wikner , Board Member  

Board meetings are held on the second  
Monday

 

of each  month at John Risley s 
house, 1825 SE 54th Ave.  All PFS mem-
bers are encouraged to attend and to partici-
pate.     

PFS Who s Who  

Calendar chief: Henry Weeks, 238-1270 
Coffeehouse bookings: Jack Bohl, 282-1327 
Database Manager/Mailing Lists:  Brian  
                      Globerman, 503-232-8487 
Local Lore Editor:  Eric Wikner, 697-8159 
Membership Coordinator: Ray Ashmun 
Publicity Coordinator: Mark Woodlief 
Second Saturday Song Circle Coordinator: 
      Kathleen Ingerson 
Singtime Support Team: Linda Johns 
Song editors: Jane Keefer, Barbara Millikan. 
Webmaster: Steve Mullinax, 768-9065   

 Advertising  

PFS accepts ads pertinent to folk music, 
dance and arts.  Please provide camera-
ready copy and include a check payable to 
the Portland Folklore Society. 

Rates: $5 for business card size, 3 ¾ inches 
by 2 ½ inches; $20 for quarter page, 3 ¾ 
inches wide by 5 inches high; $30 for half 
page, either 7 1.2 inches wide by 5 inches 
high or 3 ¾ inches wide by 10 inches high; 
$50 for full page, 7 ½ inches wide by 10 
inches high.  

Technicalities  

Local Lore is published six times per year by 
the Portland Folklore Society, a non-
profit  educational  corporation with a mis-
sion to preserve, present and promote folk 
music and arts.  P.O. Box 1448, Portland 
OR 97207-1448.   

____________________________________                                      

To submit items for the calendar and 
newsletter, see instructions on Page 10. 

____________________________________                                      

(continued from Page 1)  

from Benny Thomasson, the famous 
Texas style fiddler who had recently 
moved to Washington State.   

James was also drawn to the 
styles of Joe Venuti and Stephane Grap-
pelli, and started learning Swing and 
Jazz standards. By the age of 20, he was 
playing many styles including Bluegrass 
as a member of the Muddy Bottom 
Boys. He soon joined a Western Swing 
band in Boulder, CO after being recom-
mended by Tim O'Brien, then of Hot 
Rize. James now works at the David 
Kerr Violin Shop in Portland, and plays 
in the area. He teaches at summer music 
camps, including Ashokan Fiddle and 
Dance camp, which is hosted and run by 
Jay Ungar and Molly Mason, who 
penned the "Civil War" series theme 
"Ashokan Farewell". Special thanks to 
Bill Murlin for helping put together this 
fine show. Don't miss this frenzy of fine 
fiddle music!    

Jack Bohl 
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The Child Ballads  
     A NEW CHILD BALLADS EDITION 
has just been published on CD-ROM. It is 
digital, with searchable text. From a posting 
by Kerry Blech:   

     "Just noticed on the Musical Traditions 
online magazine website that now available 
(ca. $100 for 2 CD-ROM discs) digitally is 
the full text (with indices, etc.) of the Child 
Ballad books. Also included is an audio CD 
with examples of many of the songs as inter-
preted by highly respected traditional-style 
singers, many of whom will be familiar to 
regulars on this newsgroup. The vendor is 
listed as Heritage Muse."    

     http://www.mustrad.org.uk/child.htm

    

         Bill Martin  

__________________________  

CD for Membership   
The Membership Committee has set 

an ambitious goal to recruit new members. 
The only way we'll make that goal is with 
your help.    

We have a number of copies of the 
Smithsonian Folkways American Roots Col-
lection.  The CD has 27 selections presenting 
mostly the musical sources and popularizers 
of folk music in the 50's and 60's.  Folk dur-
ing that period encompassed styles from 
blues to bluegrass, country to urban and 
coarse to polished.  It's a great retrospective 
sampler.    

When you recruit a new member, 
have them write "Referred by (your name)" 
on their membership application and we'll 
see that you get your CD.  Yellow member-
ship forms are available at PFS events or you 
can use the membership form on this issue of 
Local Lore. If this splendid musical  collec-
tion fails to interest you, we'll find a CD to 
your liking.  This offer is good 
until June 30th of 2003.     

         Ray Ashmun  
__________________________ 

     

Music, the greatest good 
   that mortals know, 
And all of heaven 
   we have below.   

Joseph Addison 
A song for St Cecelia s Day (1694)   

 

Why, when the winnowing sun  
                             was keeping 
All of our harvests and our toil, 
Made we no peace among our kind?  

Why, when the summering wave    
was swinging, 

And all our hills and trees were green, 
Did we not sow our fields with love? 
   
      - Gordon Bok 
         from the title song of his cante-fable              

The Seal Djiril s Hymn

  

http://www.utahphillips.org/index.html
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